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(2015) Canada launches inquiry into murdered and missing indigenous women 
Justin Trudeau promises ‘total renewal’ of relationship with aboriginal people with investigation 
of nearly 1,200 murders and disappearances in three decades 
December 8, 2015 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/dec/08/canada-40m-inquiry-violence-indigenous-women-justin-trudeau 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/dec/08/canada-40m-inquiry-violence-indigenous-women-justin-trudeau


Trudeau responds to findings of the report (June 3, 2019) 
https://www.citynews1130.com/video/2019/06/03/violence-toward-indigenous-women-girls-not-a-relic-of-our-past-trudeau/  

“Violence toward Indigenous women, girls ‘not a relic of our past’: Trudeau” 
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, speaking at a ceremony marking the formal release of findings from the inquiry into missing 

and murdered Indigenous women, promised the findings of the report would not be forgotten. 

https://www.citynews1130.com/video/2019/06/03/violence-toward-indigenous-women-girls-not-a-relic-of-our-past-trudeau/


Trudeau responds to findings of the report (June 3, 2019) 
https://www.citynews1130.com/video/2019/06/03/violence-toward-indigenous-women-girls-not-a-relic-of-our-past-trudeau/  

“Violence toward Indigenous women, girls ‘not a relic of our past’: Trudeau” 
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, speaking at a ceremony marking the formal release of findings from the inquiry into missing 

and murdered Indigenous women, promised the findings of the report would not be forgotten. 

https://www.citynews1130.com/video/2019/06/03/violence-toward-indigenous-women-girls-not-a-relic-of-our-past-trudeau/


Trudeau responds to findings of the report (June 3, 2019) 
https://www.citynews1130.com/video/2019/06/03/violence-toward-indigenous-women-girls-not-a-relic-of-our-past-trudeau/  

“Violence toward Indigenous women, girls ‘not a relic of our past’: Trudeau” 
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, speaking at a ceremony marking the formal release of findings from the inquiry into missing 

and murdered Indigenous women, promised the findings of the report would not be forgotten. 

https://www.citynews1130.com/video/2019/06/03/violence-toward-indigenous-women-girls-not-a-relic-of-our-past-trudeau/


Reclaiming Power and Place 
(2019) 

National Inquiry into Missing 
and Murdered Indigenous 

Women and Girls 
Final Report: https://www.mmiwg-ffada.ca/final-report/  

Volume 1a 
Part 1(728 pages) 

https://www.mmiwg-ffada.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/Final_Report_Vol_1a-1.pdf  

Part 2 (352 pages) 
https://www.mmiwg-ffada.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/Final_Report_Vol_1b.pdf 

Volume 2 (Quebec): (175 pages) 
https://www.mmiwg-ffada.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/

Final_Report_Vol_2_Quebec_Report-1.pdf 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: (121 pages) 
https://www.mmiwg-ffada.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/Executive_Summary.pdf 

CALL FOR JUSTICE (48 pages) 

https://www.mmiwg-ffada.ca/final-report/
https://www.mmiwg-ffada.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/Final_Report_Vol_1a-1.pdf
https://www.mmiwg-ffada.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/Final_Report_Vol_1b.pdf
https://www.mmiwg-ffada.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/Final_Report_Vol_2_Quebec_Report-1.pdf
https://www.mmiwg-ffada.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/Final_Report_Vol_2_Quebec_Report-1.pdf
https://www.mmiwg-ffada.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/Executive_Summary.pdf


• (Jun 3, 2019) - National Inquiry into Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women 
and Girls in Gatineau, Quebec, on Monday "Reclaiming Power and Place: The 
Final Report of the National Inquiry into Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women 
and Girls", which consists of volumes 1a[22] and 1b,[20] was released on June 3, 
2019.  


• (Jun 4, 2019) The Washington Post - “Canada Finally Acknowledged the 
Genocide against Indigenous Women. It’s Time to Act”


• (Jun 4, 2019) BBC - Trudeau Pledges to Tackle Violence against Indigenous 
Women “Canada is complicit in a "race-based genocide" against indigenous 
women, a government inquiry has found. The report cited research finding 
indigenous women were 12 times more likely to be killed or to disappear than 
other women in Canada. The inquiry blamed the crisis on deep-rooted 
colonialism and state inaction. Prime Minister Justin Trudeau pledged to 
'eradicate' the causes of violence against indigenous women.”


• (Jun 3, 2019) NPR - ‘Genocide’ Has Been Committed against Indigenous Women 
and Girls, Canadian Panel Says


• (Jun 3, 2019) NY Times - Canadian Inquiry Calls Killings of Indigenous Women 
Genocide

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Missing_and_murdered_Indigenous_women%22%20%5Cl%20%22cite_note-MMIWG_2019_vol1a-22
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Missing_and_murdered_Indigenous_women%22%20%5Cl%20%22cite_note-MMIWG_2019_vol1b-20


Indigenous Peoples 
in North America





http://www.tribalbridge.com/first-nations-in-canada

The First Nations are the various Aboriginal peoples in Canada who are neither Inuit nor Métis. There are currently over 630 recognized First Nations 
governments or bands spread across Canada, roughly half of which are in the provinces of Ontario and British Columbia.



https://alaskaindigenous.wordpress.com/2017/05/21/why-indigenous-peoples-and-
issues-are-more-visible-in-canada-than-in-the-u-s/



https://alaskaindigenous.wordpress.com/2017/05/21/why-indigenous-peoples-and-
issues-are-more-visible-in-canada-than-in-the-u-s/

Inuit Nunangat (the Inuit homeland) 



By Domen - Own work by Domen. I used 
blank map made by Lokal_Profil.Data for 
Canada: https://www12.statcan.gc.ca/

census-recensement/2016/dp-pd/index-
eng.cfmData for the United States of 

America: https://www.census.gov/prod/
cen2010/briefs/c2010br-10.pdf, CC BY 

4.0, https://en.wikipedia.org/w/
index.php?curid=58835696

https://upload.wikimedia.org/
wikipedia/en/f/f2/

Native_Americans_Race.png

2016 Census 
Population 
Figures of 

North American 
Indigenous 

Peoples
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NOTE: The boundaries and names shown on this map are those reported to the U.S. Census Bureau
and are in effect as of January 1, 2010. The boundaries shown on this map are for Census Bureau
statistical data collection and tabulation purposes only; their depiction and designation for
statistical purposes do not constitute a determination of jurisdictional authority or rights of
ownership or entitlement. The geographic areas shown on this map are simpli�ied and may be
displayed as point locations due to map scale limitations.
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Ten Largest Tribal Grouping Populations: 2010
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Alone includes individuals who reported one or more tribes within a single tribal grouping.
In Any Combination includes individuals who reported one or more races and/or detailed tribal groupings.
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Percent Distribution of the American Indian and Alaska Native Population
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American Indian and
Alaska Native
in combination
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*Includes federal American Indian reservations and/or off-reservation trust lands, Oklahoma tribal statistical areas, tribal designated statistical areas, 
state American Indian reservations, and state designated tribal statistical areas.
Note: Percentages may not sum to 100.0 due to rounding.
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30.7 67.02.2

7.3 92.10.5

American Indian Areas* Alaska Native Village Statistical Areas Outside of American Indian/
Alaska Native Areas
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American Indian or Alaska Native Alone or in Combination
as a Percent of County Population: 2010

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE Economics and Statistics Administration   U.S. Census Bureau Prepared by Geography Division

For more information about the U.S. Census Bureau,
American Indian and Alaska Native (AIAN) areas and statistics,
please visit www.census.gov and fact�inder2.census.gov.
For information on AIAN tribal groupings, see Appendix B in the
2010 Census Summary File 1 - Technical Documentation at
www.census.gov/prod/cen2010/doc/sf1.pdf.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2010 Census Redistricting
Data (Public Law 94-171) Summary File, Table P1 and
2010 Census Summary File 1.

https://www2.census.gov/geo/maps/special/AIANWall2010/AIAN_US_2010.pdf



http://www.tribalbridge.com/native-american-tribes-in-usa
In May 2013 the United States' Federal Register issued an official list of 566 tribes that are Indian Entities 
Recognized and Eligible To Receive Services From the United States Bureau of Indian Affairs.





http://www.tribalbridge.com/alaskan-native-tribes

Alaska Natives are indigenous peoples of Alaska, United States:  Iñupiat, Yupik, Aleut, Eyak, Tlingit, Haida, Tsimshian, and a number of Northern 
Athabaskan cultures. They are often defined by their language groups. Alaskan Natives are enrolled in federally recognized Alaska Native tribal entities, who 
in turn belong to 13 Alaska Native Regional Corporations.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indigenous_peoples
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alaska
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/I%C3%B1upiat
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yupik_peoples
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aleut_people
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eyak
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tlingit_people
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Haida_people
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tsimshian
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alaskan_Athabaskans
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alaskan_Athabaskans
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alaska_Native_tribal_entities
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alaska_Native_Regional_Corporations


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indigenous_peoples_in_Canada

2016 Indigenous Population - Canada (1.6 m)



https://www2.census.gov/geo/maps/special/AIANWall2010/AIAN_US_2010.pdf 
As of 2016: 2.598 million (.0815% of total population)

2010 Indigenous Population - U.S. (5.2 m)

https://www2.census.gov/geo/maps/special/AIANWall2010/AIAN_US_2010.pdf


Indigenous Peoples 
and Issues in Canada 
are More Visible Than 

in the U.S.  
(Why?)



Why Indigenous peoples and issues are more visible in 
Canada than in the U.S. 

BY AQUKKASUK | MAY 21, 2017 
https://alaskaindigenous.wordpress.com/2017/05/21/why-indigenous-peoples-and-issues-are-more-visible-in-canada-than-in-the-u-s/ 

• Population 

• Canada (1.6 million First Nations, Inuit, and 
Metis) = 4.3% of 36 million (2017: 
36,708,083)


• United States (5.2 million Native American 
and Alaska Native) = 1.68% of 309 million 
(author uses 2.9 figure, less than 1%) 2019 
US population: 328,239,523.

https://alaskaindigenous.wordpress.com/2017/05/21/why-indigenous-peoples-and-issues-are-more-visible-in-canada-than-in-the-u-s/
https://alaskaindigenous.wordpress.com/2017/05/21/why-indigenous-peoples-and-issues-are-more-visible-in-canada-than-in-the-u-s/
https://alaskaindigenous.wordpress.com/author/aqukkasuk/%22%20%5Co%20%22View%20all%20posts%20by%20aqukkasuk
https://alaskaindigenous.wordpress.com/2017/05/21/why-indigenous-peoples-and-issues-are-more-visible-in-canada-than-in-the-u-s/


Why Indigenous peoples and issues are more visible in 
Canada than in the U.S. 

BY AQUKKASUK | MAY 21, 2017 
https://alaskaindigenous.wordpress.com/2017/05/21/why-indigenous-peoples-and-issues-are-more-visible-in-canada-than-in-the-u-s/ 

• Geography/Demography - Canada 

• Population smaller than California’s, spread 
across landmass slightly larger than entire 
U.S., mostly concentrated along the U.S.-
Canada border.

https://alaskaindigenous.wordpress.com/2017/05/21/why-indigenous-peoples-and-issues-are-more-visible-in-canada-than-in-the-u-s/
https://alaskaindigenous.wordpress.com/2017/05/21/why-indigenous-peoples-and-issues-are-more-visible-in-canada-than-in-the-u-s/
https://alaskaindigenous.wordpress.com/author/aqukkasuk/%22%20%5Co%20%22View%20all%20posts%20by%20aqukkasuk
https://alaskaindigenous.wordpress.com/2017/05/21/why-indigenous-peoples-and-issues-are-more-visible-in-canada-than-in-the-u-s/


Why Indigenous peoples and issues are 
more visible in Canada than in the U.S. 

(cont.) 

• Most provinces and three territories have 
significant Indigenous populations. Two have 
majority Indigenous populations.


• Provinces along Canada-U.S. border all have 
First Nations reserves 


• Inuit Nunangat (the Inuit homeland) - 36% of 
Canada’s landmass and 50 percent of its 
coastline. Inuit - majority population in these 
four regions



Why Indigenous peoples and issues are 
more visible in Canada than in the U.S. 

(cont.)

• Constitutions 

• Canada: Clear recognition in Section 35 of 
1982 Constitution: “The existing aboriginal 
and treaty rights of the aboriginal peoples of 
Canada are hereby recognized and affirmed. 

• United States: “murky references to ‘Indians’ 
… in Article I, sec 8 … equivalent to foreign 
nations for the purposes of commerce.”

https://alaskaindigenous.wordpress.com/2017/05/21/why-indigenous-peoples-and-issues-are-more-visible-in-canada-than-in-the-u-s/
https://alaskaindigenous.wordpress.com/2017/05/21/why-indigenous-peoples-and-issues-are-more-visible-in-canada-than-in-the-u-s/


Why Indigenous peoples and issues are 
more visible in Canada than in the U.S. 

(cont.)

• Media Coverage 

• Canada: Much more coverage (almost daily), 
more positive impact on public, coverage 
enhances indigenous political entities. 

• United States: Little coverage at all, unless 
there is a crisis, basically invisible, 
translates into less political capital 
(exception: Standing Rock protest)

https://alaskaindigenous.wordpress.com/2017/05/21/why-indigenous-peoples-and-issues-are-more-visible-in-canada-than-in-the-u-s/
https://alaskaindigenous.wordpress.com/2017/05/21/why-indigenous-peoples-and-issues-are-more-visible-in-canada-than-in-the-u-s/


Scope of 
the 

Problem:



Reports (Canada)
• 1991 (commissioned), 1996 (submitted) - Royal Commission on 

Aboriginal Peoples https://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/aboriginal-heritage/royal-commission-aboriginal-peoples/Pages/final-
report.aspx 

• Mandate - Investigate and propose solutions to “relationship challenges” 
between aboriginal peoples and Canadian government and society


• Volume 1 - Looking Forward, Looking Back - 695 pages


• Volume 2 - Restructuring the Relationship - 1063 pages


• Volume 3 - Gathering Strength - 668 pages


• Volume 4 - Perspectives and Realities - 612 pages


• Volume 5 - Renewal: A Twenty-Year Commitment - 309 pages

https://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/aboriginal-heritage/royal-commission-aboriginal-peoples/Pages/final-report.aspx
https://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/aboriginal-heritage/royal-commission-aboriginal-peoples/Pages/final-report.aspx
http://data2.archives.ca/e/e448/e011188230-01.pdf
http://data2.archives.ca/e/e448/e011188230-02.pdf
http://data2.archives.ca/e/e448/e011188230-03.pdf
http://data2.archives.ca/e/e448/e011188230-04.pdf
http://data2.archives.ca/e/e448/e011188230-05.pdf


Reports (Canada)
• 2002 - Amnesty International “Native Women’s Association of Canada’s 

submission to the United Nations Special Rapporteur investigating the 
Violations of Indigenous Human Rights” (Beverly Jacobs) 

• 2004 - Amnesty International “Stolen Sisters: A Human Rights Response 
to Discrimination and Violence against Indigenous Women in 
Canada” (Beverly Jacobs) 

• 2014 - Beverly Jacobs “We can’t wait another decade to end violence 
against native women”  

• 2015 - Truth and Reconciliation Report (536 Pgs) - Residential Schools, 
for 100 years, (report had 6000 witnesses), included sexual abuse 

• 2016/2019 - National Inquiry into Missing and Murdered Indigenous 
Women and Girls (mentioned re: Trudeau)



Reclaiming Power and Place 
(2019) 

National Inquiry into Missing 
and Murdered Indigenous 

Women and Girls 
Final Report: https://www.mmiwg-ffada.ca/final-report/  

Volume 1a 
Part 1(728 pages) 

https://www.mmiwg-ffada.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/Final_Report_Vol_1a-1.pdf  

Part 2 (352 pages) 
https://www.mmiwg-ffada.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/Final_Report_Vol_1b.pdf 

Volume 2 (Quebec): (175 pages) 
https://www.mmiwg-ffada.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/

Final_Report_Vol_2_Quebec_Report-1.pdf 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: (121 pages) 
https://www.mmiwg-ffada.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/Executive_Summary.pdf 

CALL FOR JUSTICE (48 pages) 

https://www.mmiwg-ffada.ca/final-report/
https://www.mmiwg-ffada.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/Final_Report_Vol_1a-1.pdf
https://www.mmiwg-ffada.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/Final_Report_Vol_1b.pdf
https://www.mmiwg-ffada.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/Final_Report_Vol_2_Quebec_Report-1.pdf
https://www.mmiwg-ffada.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/Final_Report_Vol_2_Quebec_Report-1.pdf
https://www.mmiwg-ffada.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/Executive_Summary.pdf




Scope of 
the 

Problem:



Reports (U.S.)
• 2007 & 2008 - Amnesty International (“Maze of Injustice”) and 

one-year update) 

• 2010? Futures without Violence (“The Facts on Violence 
Against American Indian/Alaskan Native Women”) 

• 2018 - Urban Indian Health Institute (“Our Bodies, Our Stories” 
Parts 1 and 2) 

• 2019 (June)  WA State Police (“MMIWG: Missing and Murdered 
Native American Women Report”) 

• 2019 (Sep) Urban Indian Health Institute (“MMIW: We Demand 
More” Corrected Report to June 2019 WA report above)



http://www.ncai.org/policy-research-center/research-data/prc-publications/
VAWA_Data_Brief__FINAL_2_1_2018.pdf





https://wscadv.org/news/uihi-mmiw-report/



http://www.ncai.org/policy-research-center/research-data/prc-publications/
VAWA_Data_Brief__FINAL_2_1_2018.pdf



http://www.ncai.org/policy-research-center/research-data/prc-publications/
VAWA_Data_Brief__FINAL_2_1_2018.pdf
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(See Word doc)



See Bobbi Outen article 
(Adobe Acrobat - open)


