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General Setting: 

 

Excerpts from the National Park Service website of Pecos National Historical Park, New Mexico:

 

“Pecos Indians remained Puebloan in culture, despite cultural blendings, practicing an ancient agricultural tradition 

borne north from Mexico by the seeds of sacred corn. By the late Pueblo period, the last few centuries before the 

Spaniards arrived in the Southwest, people in this valley had congregated in multi -storied towns overlooking the 

streams and fields that nourished their crops. In the 1400s, these groups gathe red into Pecos pueblo, which 

became a regional power. 

 

“Fine-tuned adjustments to their natural and cultivated world rested on practical science infused with spirituality. 

By story and dance, tradition-bearers conveyed the knowledge and wisdom of centuries past. Individual, family, 

and social life were regulated via a religion binding all things together and holding balance, harmony, and fitness as 

the highest ideals. But ideals did not always prevail. Warfare between Pueblo groups was common.  The frontier 

people of Pecos had to be vigilant with nomadic Plains Indians, whose intent--trade or war--could be 

unpredictable.”             

https://archive.org/details/deathcomesforarc0000cath_n7f0


 

 

Encyclopedia.com “Introduction” to the novel: 

“Published in 1927 in New York, Willa Cather's Death Comes for the Archbishop is based on the actual lives of 

Archbishop Lamy, the first bishop of New Mexico, and his vicar, Father Joseph Machebeuf. Both men were  from 

France. When Cather came across Father Joseph Howlett's biography of Machebeuf (published in 1908), she was 
inspired by the thoughts, feelings, and experiences of pioneer priests and missionaries in New Mexico. Howlett's 
biography included letters Machebeuf wrote home to his sister, a nun. In Death Comes for the Archbishop, Lamy 
becomes Bishop Jean Marie Latour, and Machebeuf becomes Father Joseph Vaillant. Although the novel is based 

on historical figures and information, the bulk of the book is fictionalized. Without the factual information and the 
insights of Machebeuf's biography, however, Cather may not have been inspired to write the boo k, nor would she 
likely have been able to construct such believable, complex characters. 

“Set in the second half of the nineteenth century, Death Comes for the Archbishop spans almost forty years in the 
life of Bishop Latour. It is an episodic narrative that shows how the French priest gradually wins the trust and 

respect of the natives, and brings order to the Catholic Church in the Southwest. The novel is peopled with 
numerous minor characters who function to represent and relate the culture, folklore, history, and belief systems 
of the Mexican and Indian people in New Mexico. The novel is also known for its rich descriptions of landscape and 

its role in the lives of the people who live among it.” 

 

 

From Death Comes for the Archbishop, Book Four (“Snake Root”), Chapter 1 (‘The Night at Pecos’): 

 

https://www.encyclopedia.com/places/united-states-and-canada/us-political-geography/new-mexico
https://www.encyclopedia.com/places/united-states-and-canada/us-political-geography/new-mexico


 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



From Death Comes for the Archbishop, Book One (“The Vicar Apostolic”),  

Chapter 4 (‘A Bell and a Miracle’): 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



  



From Death Comes for the Archbishop, Book Two (“Missionary Journeys”), 

Chapter 2 (‘The Lonely Road to Mora’): 

 

(On the True Church as refuge from oppressors and friend to the honorable)     

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



From Death Comes for the Archbishop, Book Five (“Padre Martínez”), 

Chapter 1 (‘The Old Order’) and Part of Chapter 2 (‘The Miser’):  

 

(On priestly cupidity, lust for power, and hedonism among indigenous tribes) 
         

  
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 


