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Kievan Rus in the 11t century.

Bulgaria under Tsar Simeon (r. 893-927). Source: Encyclopedia Britannica.

Source: Rizoff, 1917, Wikipedia



Irina of Macedonia, Martyr
(c.15t-29 c. AD, b. Mygdonia, Macedonia, d. Ephesus, Turkey)

* The first woman recognized as a “great martyr” of the
Christian faith

* Converted more than 10,000 pagans through miracles
e Her death and resurrection emulated Christ’s

* Hagiographic literature — moralizing (didactic) literature;
fine line between history and legends

* Principles of Lord’s Kingdom — parables; saints’ lives

)«

* “Irina”, “Eirene” (Ancient Greek, “peace,” “prosperity”),
Apostle Timothy; Kingdom’s peace (John 14:27)

 (



Irina of Macedonia, Martyr

e Cult of St. Irina, her iconography (with cross, royal robe, crown)
— part of Byzantine Empire politics (divine vs secular peace,
Constantinople as New Christian Rome & New Jerusalem)
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St. Irina, Greek mosaic, 11 c.

Source: St. Irina, mural, St. John the Baptist Church, Karabunar
http://www.patriarchia.ru/db village, 1818, Bulgaria. Source: Vachkova, V. The Mystery
/text/911894.htm of the Bulgarian Murals, p. 448



Life of St. Irina,

Russian icon, 19 c. Source:
https://www.pravenc.ru/text/
673929.html




Saint Petka-Paraskeva
(10th — 11th ¢, b. Epivat, d. Kalikratia, present day Turkey)

e One of the most venerated female saint on the Balkans

* Petka’s cult — due to the miraculous healing properties of her

relics, transferred throughout the Balkans, alternate name
forms

St. Petka’s relics in
Metropolitan Cathedral, lashi
(Moldova 1641, Romania,
1889). Source:
prevoslavieto.com




Saint Petka-Paraskeva

Historical sources on St. Petka. Hagiography of Patriarch
Evtimiy Tarnovski (1385; Venice 1538) — shows the stages
through which a human can attain holiness

St. Petka’s roles — similar to those of Mary, Mother of God
(Theotokos): protector of human race/family, healer, mediator
and intercessor for people before God

Folklore sources:

— relation between Petka’s name (Friday) and Good Friday;
between St. Petka, St. Nedelya (Sunday) and St. Dimitar

— St. Petka’s role as a mediator between worlds, alongside Arch.
Michael and St. Nedelya

— Dragon’s slayer — victory over devil and sin (in Greece).

* |conography of St. Petka



St. Petka, mural, St. Petka
Church, Breznik, Bulgaria,
18t or 19t c. Source:

personal photo archive




St. Petka, icon, Osogovski
Monastery, Macedonia.
Source: personal photo
archive
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St. Petka cephalophore (Gr., “head-carrier”), Macedonia, 1500
AD. Source: Vachkova, V. The Bogomil Alternative, p. 162




Princess Olga of Kiev (c. 890-969)

e Historical account of Olga as the wife of Prince Igor (r. 912-945) and
regent of Kievan Rus (945-c.963), the first female ruler

— Centralization of power, unification of country, first legal tax system, first
stone cities; paved the way for the Christianization of the state in 988
by her grandson Vladimir the Great; acute sense of her Christian
mission

- Saint and equal-to-the apostles (1547), one of only five women honored
with this status

* Three contested issues stemming from the Russian Primary Chronicle
(compiled c. 1113). Instrumental research for uncovering the truth:

- Prince Mikhail Obolnesky (1805-1873), Director, Archive of Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, Moskow

- Archimandrite Leonid (1822-1891), Governor, Trinity-Sergius Lavra

1) Place of birth: Pleskov/Pskov (mid 12t c., of
Varangian/Scandinavian origin; PI’'skova/Pliska (10t c.), of
Bulgarian royal origin



Princess Olga of Kiev (c. 890-969)

2) Name: Olga/Helga(Elga) (Varangian/Scandinavian origin); Elena -> Olga

(Bulgarian origin); “...brought to him [lgor] a wife from Bulgaria” (15-cen.
manuscript)

3) Place & time of her baptism: Constantinople, Kiev, Bulgaria. Year: 955 AD

(official Russian historiography); or, 946, 957, 959, 960 AD

Christian name — Helena (after Helena, mother of Constantine the Great or
Empress Helena, wife of Constantine VII)

The Book of Ceremonies by Emperor Constantine VII — Olga was not a pagan,
rather a Christian princess; papas Grigorii (Gregory), Bishop of Mizia (i.e.,
Bulgaria); canonized as a Saint for contribution to Kievan Rus’ culture;
missionary from Pliska/Preslav Literary School (893-972) - Cyrillic script;

Boris | (r. 852-889), ruler of First Bulgarian Empire — 864 adopted Christianity;
in 885 welcomed Sts. Cyril and Methodius’ disciples; set up Pliska Literary
School; slavic cultural ethnicity and community beyond political boundaries.

Russian national political doctrine — Russia as a sole successor of the
Byzantine tradition and culture, manipulation of history.
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Princess Olga, fresco,
St. Vladimir Church,
Kiev. Source: Vachkova,
V. The Bogomil
Alternative, p. 210
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Princess Olga, Russian icon. Source:
https://russiapedia.rt.com/prominent-
russians/history-and-mythology/princess-
olga-of-kiev/

Saints Vladimir and Olga,
fresco, Moskow. Source:
Wikipedia



Bibliography

Irina of Macedonia, the Holy Great Martyr

Saenkova, E. M. “Irina.“Pravoslavnaya Entsiklopediya [The Orthodox Encyclopedia], 15 May 2012,
http://www.pravenc.ru/text/673929.html. Accessed 28 May 2020.

“Svetaya Velikomuchenitsa Irina Makedoskaya” [“Holy Great Martyr Irina of Macedonia”].
RuskayaPravoslavnayaTserkov [The Russian Orthodox Church], 2005-2020,
http://www.patriarchia.ru/db/text/911894.html. Accessed 28 May 2020.

Vachkova, Veselina, and Mariyana Shabarkova-Petrova. Misteriyatana Balgarskite Stenopisi:

Sveshtenata Istoriya | Istoriyata [The Mystery of the Bulgarian Murals: the Sacred History and
History]. Sofia: Inle, 2015, pp.46-50.

St. Petka-Paraskeva

Deteli¢, Mirjana. “St Paraskeve in the Balkan Context.” Folklore, vol. 121, no. 1, 2010,
pp.94-105. JSTOR, www.jstor.org/stable/29534110. Accessed 26 May 2020.

“Life of Saint Petka.” St. Petka Serbian Orthodox Church, Orlando, Florida, 2006-2020,
http://www.svetapetka.org/english/zivot.html. Accessed 27 May 2020.

Stankova, Radoslava. “Bibleiski Toposi za Izobrazyavane na Zheni-Svetitsi v Yuzhnoslavyanskite
Literaturi prez Srednovekovieto” [“Biblical Topoi in the Representation of Female Saints in
Medieval South Slavonic Literatures”]. Slavia Meridionalis, vol. 16, 2016, pp. 238-261, doi:
https://doi.org/10.11649/sm.2016.014. Accessed 28 May 2020.

Stankova, Radoslava, et al. “Sv. Petka (Paraskeva) Tarnovska.” [“St. Petka (Paraskeva) of Tarnovo”]
Encyclopaedia Slavica Sanctorum, Sofia University "St. Kliment Ohridski”, 2010-2020,
http://eslavsanct.net/viewobject.php?id=1855&lang=bg. Accessed 25 May 2020.

“Sv. Prepodobna Paraskeva-Petka Epivatska (Tarnovska)” [“St. Reverend Paraskeva-Petka of Epivat
(of Tarnovo)”]. Pravoslavie [Orthodoxy], The Bulgarian Orthodox Church in Norway, 1999-
September 2014,
http://www.pravoslavieto.com/life/10.14 sv Petka Epivatska Bulgarska.htm. Accessed May
28 2020.



http://www.pravenc.ru/text/673929.html
http://www.patriarchia.ru/db/text/911894.html
http://www.jstor.org/stable/29534110.%20Accessed%2026%20May%202020
http://www.svetapetka.org/english/zivot.html.%20Accessed%2027%20May%202020
https://doi.org/10.11649/sm.2016.014
http://eslavsanct.net/viewobject.php?id=1855&lang=bg
http://www.pravoslavieto.com/life/10.14_sv_Petka_Epivatska_Bulgarska.htm.%20Accessed%20May%2028%202020

Bibliography

Vachkova, Vesselina. The Bogomil Alternative. Sofia: TANGRA TanNakRa, 2017, pp. 162-166,
www.academia.edu. Accessed 22 November 2020.

Princess Olga of Kiev
In Latin:
Constantini Porphyrogeniti Imperatoris. De Cerimoniis Aulae Byzantinaelibri duo [The Book of

Ceremonies]. Bonnae, 1829-1830, vol. 1-2, archive.org/details/bub gb OFpFAAAAYAAI.
Accessed 16 May 2020.

Obolensky, Dimitri. “The Baptism of Princess Olga of Kiev: The Problem of the Sources.”

Philadelphieetautresétudes. Paris: Editions de la Sorbonne, 1984, pp. 159-176,
books.openedition.org/psorbonne/2159?lang=en#ftn50. Accessed 16 May 2020.

"Olga (c. 890-969)." Women in World History: A Biographical Encyclopedia. Encyclopedia.com, 23
Apr. 2020, www.encyclopedia.com/women/encyclopedias-almanacs-transcripts-and-
maps/olga-c-890-969. Accessed 14 May 2020.

Poppe, Andrzej. “Once Again Concerning the Baptism of Olga, Archontissa of Rus’”. Dumbarton Oaks Papers,

Vol.46, Homo Byzantinus: Papers in Honor of Alexander Kazhdan, 1992, pp. 271-277.JSTOR, doi:
10.2307/1291660. Accessed 2 May 2020.

“Primary Chronicle.” Wikipedia, Wikimedia Foundation, 11 May 2020,
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Primary Chronicle. Accessed 15 May 2020.

“Prominent Russians: Princess Olga of Kiev.” Russiapedia, RT, 2005-2020,
russiapedia.rt.com/prominent-russians/history-and-mythology/princess-olga-of-kiev.
Accessed 15 May 2020.

Runciman, Steven. "Emperor of the Bulgars and the Romans". A History of the First Bulgarian
Empire. London: George Bell & Sons, 1930, p.182,
http://macedonia.kroraina.com/en/sr/index.html. Accessed 22 November 2020.

“Simeon | of Bulgaria.” Wikipedia, Wikimedia Foundation, 5 May 2020,
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Simeon | of Bulgaria#fcite note-106. Accessed 16 May 2020.

nm



https://archive.org/details/bub_gb_OFpFAAAAYAAJ
http://www.encyclopedia.com/women/encyclopedias-almanacs-transcripts-and-maps/olga-c-890-969
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Primary_Chronicle
http://macedonia.kroraina.com/en/sr/index.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Simeon_I_of_Bulgaria

Bibliography

Princess Olga of Kiev
In Cyrillic:
Chilingirov, Asen. Tsar Simeonoviyat Sbornik ot X Vek: Izsledvaniya [King Simeon’s Collection From

the 10t Century: Studies]. 2" extended ed. Berlin, 2011,
www.ivanstamenov.com/files2011/cssabornikla.pdf. Accessed 11 May 2020.

Chilingirov, Asen. Bulgaria i Pokrastvaneto na Rusite [Bulgaria and the Conversion of the
Russians]. Sofia: Alfagraf, 2011, www.docdroid.net/SGHONwU/pokrstvaneto-na-rusite-i-
blgariya-izsledvaniya-asen-cilingirov-pdf. Accessed 15 May 2020.

lvanova, Kl., and Sv. Nikolova, editors. “Bulgarskata Literature ot Kraya na IX do Sredata na X Vek”
[“Bulgarian Literature from the End of the IX to the Middle of the X century”]. Turzhestvo na
Slovoto. Zlatniyat Vek and Bulgarskata Knizhnina [Celebration of the Word. The Golden Age of
Bulgarian Literature]. Sofia: Agata-A, 1995, macedonia.kroraina.com/zv/zv_uvod.html.
Accessed 16 May 2020.

Leonid, Archimandrite. “Otkuda Rodom Byla Sv. Velikaya Knyaginya Russkaya Ol'ga?” [“Where was
the Saint Great Russian Princess Olga Born?”]. Russkaya Starina, XIX/59, July 1888, pp. 215-
224, http://macedonia.kroraina.com/al/leonid rs1888.htm. Accessed 22 November 2020.

Obolenski, Mikhail. Nieskol’ko Slov o Pervonachal’noi Russkoi Lietopisi [A Few Words About the
Russian Primary Chronicle]. Moskva, 1870, http://macedonia.kroraina.com/mons/index.htm.
Accessed 22 November 2020. https://dlib.rsl.ru/viewer/01003583584#7?page=5. Accessed 22
November 2020 [Russian site].



http://www.ivanstamenov.com/files2011/cssabornik1a.pdf
http://www.docdroid.net/8GHONwU/pokrstvaneto-na-rusite-i-blgariya-izsledvaniya-asen-cilingirov-pdf
http://macedonia.kroraina.com/al/leonid_rs1888.htm
https://dlib.rsl.ru/viewer/01003583584

